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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
5,446,919 to Wilkins. 

Regarding claim 1, Wilkins discloses a method of programming a television 
receiver, the receiver operable to receive a plurality of television channels, the receiver 
comprising an automatic tuner, the automatic tuner being operable to automatically tune 
the receiver to a particular channel, the particular channel corresponding to an ID code, 
said method (figure 4) comprising: 

receiving a first broadcast television program with the receiver (receiver 100, figure 
1b)22, the first broadcast 

television program being received on a first channel during a first time period ( 300 
figure 4, channel 2); 

receiving a commercial (column 11, lines 29-37) corresponding to a second television 
program with the receiver, the commercial being received on the first channel during a 
second time period, the second time period being within the first time period (figure 3, 
column 11, lines 27-47); 
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receiving tlie ID code witli tlie receiver, tlie ID code being received on tlie first 
cliannel during tlie second time period (profile command); and 
activating the receiver during the second time period to extract and store the ID code; 
wherein the ID code comprises a differentiating portion that enables the receiver to 
differentiate any one of a plurality of types of ID codes from one another and an 
information portion for use by the automatic tuner to automatically tune the receiver to a 
second channel (column 1 1 , lines 27-47, column 1 3, lines 57-column 1 4, line 43, the 
profile command instructs the TV when to tune to an alternate channel, and when to 
tune back to the first channel, and which of a plurality of channels to tune too). 

Regarding claim 5, Wilkins discloses a method of transmitting (column 11, lines 
27-47, column 13, lines 57-column 14, line 43) comprising: 

transmitting a first program during a first time period on a first data stream ( 300 figure 
4, channel 2), the first program comprising a first main program, a sub-program (default 
commercial), and a bait ID code (selection command), the sub- program being within 
the main program, and the bait ID code corresponding to the sub- program; and 
transmitting a second program during a second time period on a second data 
stream(channel 5 commercial segment), 

the second program comprises a second main program 220 and a capture ID code 
(selection command 230), the second main program corresponds to the sub-program, 
and the capture ID code corresponds to the bait ID code (selection command 230, 
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Regarding claim 6, Will<ins teaclies tlie first program and tlie sub-program 
include a first 

vertical blanking interval, and the bait ID code is in the first vertical blanking interval of 
the 

sub-program (column 1 0, lines 6-1 1 , the VBI is monitored for selection commands), and 
wherein the second program includes a second vertical blanking interval, and the 
capture ID code is in the second vertical blanking interval (column 10, lines 6-11, the 
VBI is monitored for selection commands ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4, and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 5,446,919 to Wilkins. 

Regarding claims 2 and 8, Wilkins discloses ID codes which include 
programming ID codes (column 16, lines 33-37) and capture ID codes (column 16, lines 
25-31). 
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Wilkins fails to disclose the use of Bait ID codes and repeating ID codes. 

The Examiner takes official notice that repeating ID codes and Bait ID codes are 
well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to utilize repeating ID codes and Bait ID codes in view of 
KSR. 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Wilkins teaches a profile command which includes 
information on which channel to tune to (column 16, lines 33-37), for how long (column 
15, lines 1-22). 

Wilkins fails to teach a start time, and 6 types of programming ID codes. 

The Examiner takes official notice that transmitting a start date (such as EPG 
information) and multiple sets of program ID codes (such as channel listings) are well 
known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Wilkins to utilize start dates a multiple sets of program ID codes in view of KSR. 

Regarding claims 4 and 10, Wilkins discloses transmitting ID codes. 
Wilkins fails to teach the differentiating portion of the ID code being 2 bits. 
The examiner takes official notice that 2 bit fields are notoriously well known in 
the art. 

Therefore it would have been oblivious to modify Wilkins to use a 2bit 
differentiation in view of KSR. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry wliose teleplione number is 571- 
272-7298. Tlie examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hunter B. Lonsberry/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2623 

HBL 



